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How to Create an Invisible Folder on Your 
Windows 10 Desktop 


Want to put an invisibility cloak on some of your folders on Windows 10? Even muggles can do it! 


BENJ EDWARDS PUBLISHED MAR 26, 2020 


Quick Links 


This Isn't Secure and Can Be Buggy 


How to Make a Folder Visible Again 


Have you ever wanted to hide files right under someone's nose? With this digital parlor 
trick, you can hide a folder in plain sight on your Windows 10 desktop. 


While there are certainly better (and more secure) ways to hide files, this quick tip is far 
more delightful. 


, you create a folder with an invisible name and no icon. To get 


empty spot on your desktop, click "New,' and then select "Folder." 
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g Compressed (zipped) Folder 


The folder appears onscreen with "New Folder" highlighted so you can rename it. 


Link copied to clipboard 


When you rename the folder, press and hold Alt as you type 255 on the numeric keypad, 
and then press Enter. Note that you must type the numbers on a numeric keypad, not the 
number keys at the top of your keyboard. 


What you're doing is typing a special character that isn't on the keyboard with an ASCII 


character code. This names the folder with an invisible, nonbreaking space character that 
won't appear in Windows Explorer. 
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Properties 


Click the "Customize" tab, and then click "Change Icon’ in the "Folder Icons" section. 
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General Sharing Security Previous Versions Customize 


What kind of folder do you want? 
Optimize this folder for: 


General items 
C] Also apply this template to all subfolders 


Folder pictures 


Choose a file to show on this folder icon. 


Choose File... 


Restore Default 


Folder icons 


You can change the folder icon. If you change the icon, it will 
no longer show a preview of the folder's contents. 


Change Icon... } 


In the "Change Icon for Folder" window, scroll to the right, select the invisible icon, and 
then click "OK." 
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General Sharing Security Previous Versions Customize 


What kind of folder do you want? 
Optimize 
Change Icon for Folder 


Look for icons in this file: 


ystemRoot%\System32\SHELL 32. dll Browse... 


Select an icon from the list below: 


Click OK again to close the properties window and voila! Your folder icon has vanished! 
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ae folder on your desktop if you drag your mouse pointer over a large 


ple icons. Otherwise, it remains invisible. The folder will also be 
invisible in File Explorer and will stay that way, even with contents inside it. (Explorer 
usually shows a preview of files within a folder in its icon). 


If you want to hide multiple folders at once on your desktop, repeat the process above, 
but press Alt+255 more than once to type multiple invisible characters. Two folders can't 
have the same name, so the second one will need two blank spaces. 


You can repeat the same pattern with three or more folders, just increase the number of 
invisible spaces in the folder name each time. 


RELATED: 
How To Hide Files And Folders On Every Operating System 


This Isn't Secure and Can Be Buggy 


Obviously, this isn't a secure way to hide files. Anyone can find the contents of an invisible 
folder via a system search. Someone might also accidentally discover it as he's using the 
desktop. 


It can be helpful if you only need to hide something temporarily (or if you just want to 
prank someone). If you really want to secure any files, though, you should definitely 
use encryption. 


This trick isn't an official Windows feature, so it might occasionally have some bugs. 
Sometimes, the icon might be black or appear as a faint outline, rather than being 
completely invisible. This might be related to the size of the icon. If the icon isn't invisible, 
press Ctrl and use the scroll wheel on your mouse until you find the right size. 


If you have any trouble, simply move the files in the folder to a new one, and then delete 
the invisible one. Or, you can try to restore the folder back to its normal state. 


a Folder Visible Again 


To undo the invisible trick, right-click the invisible folder and select "Properties." Click the 
"Customize" tab, and then click "Change Icon." This time, select a regular icon for the 
folder instead of the invisible one. 


To change the name, right-click the folder and select "Rename." Type what you want to 
name the folder, and then press Enter. 
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